INTRODUCTION
whereas he was taken unprepared; and since my
questions seldom related to matters concerning
which ordinary interviewers must have asked
him, but dealt with feelings, self-knowledge, and
motives, he had instantly to look within for an
answer, to formulate it promptly, and to phrase
it after the manner in which he would like to
make his private thoughts known to the world.
Nevertheless in his amazing mastery of thought
and speech he seemed entirely unaffected, having
no inclination either to use superlatives or to
raise his voice. He was good-humoured in face
of my scepticism, and did not make a single
answer which seemed directed toward the vast
crowd of his admirers. Not once did he use what
might have been regarded as an appropriate
fascist catchword. A dozen times he could have
coined some "Napoleonic*1 rejoinder for the
benefit of the contemporary world and of
posterity, but the reader will not find so many
as three in these conversations. To about four
hundred questions he replied with the same
imperturbable repose. To one only, which,
perhaps, I should never have asked, and which
is not recorded in these pages, he responded
silently with a glance which implied: "You know
quite well that I have nothing to say about thatl" t
I knew, of course, well enough when he was
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